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REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF LEARNING AND TEACHING IN ART 
  
  

SUBJECT INSPECTION REPORT 
  
This report has been written following a subject inspection in Moville Community College. It presents the                
findings of an evaluation of the quality of teaching and learning in Art and makes recommendations for the                  
further development of the teaching of this subject in the school. The evaluation was conducted over two days                  
during which the inspector visited classrooms and observed teaching and learning. The inspector interacted              
with students and teachers, examined students’ work, and had discussions with the teachers. The inspector               
reviewed school planning documentation and teachers’ written preparation. Following the evaluation visit, the             
inspector provided oral feedback on the outcomes of the evaluation to the principal, deputy principal and subject                 
teachers. The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and                 
recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board. 
  
  

SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT 
  
Art is available as a subject in Moville Community College to students taking the Junior Certificate, the Junior                  
Certificate School Programme (JCSP), Transition Year (TY), the Established Leaving Certificate and the             
Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) programmes. 
  
Two specialist art teachers operate the art department in Moville Community College. The school has been                
fortunate in having recently moved into a new building and the teaching facilities available to the art department                  
are very good. There is a purpose built art room with accompanying equipment and storage space.                
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Occasionally, the special needs room and an auxiliary room are used for Art. All of these rooms are                  
meticulously maintained and every effort is made to ensure that the environment is clean, fresh and inviting. To                  
add to this, students’ work and high quality visual aids are used to inspire students and to enhance the working                    
environment. It was clear that the art department places high value on good presentation skills and the positive                  
educational benefits of an aesthetically pleasing environment. The general school community also benefits from              
the skills of the art department in that members of the art department are consulted on enhancing the school                   
environment and on increasing the aesthetics of the space. 
  
The art department is a very vibrant, dynamic and active unit. It supports the school community in terms of                   
extra-curricular and co-curricular activities including musicals, competitions, the Create a Book project, a             
Halloween project, the Heritage Town Programme and other projects in the wider locality. In particular, the art                 
department is involved in producing a most professional, high quality, colourful and informative school              
magazine. 
  
Senior management is supportive of the work of the art department and facilitates its operations. On the day of                   
the visit there were sufficient consumable materials available and it is reported that the procedures in place to                  
obtain these materials are functioning well. It is suggested that the art department should keep a record of its                   
financial outlay so as to be able to monitor the cost of materials and to help plan for future lessons and schemes                      
requiring new or different materials. 
  
Commendably, all classes with the exception of the special classes are mixed ability. Timetabling is good with                 
all class groups receiving appropriate teacher contact time and in most cases double class periods have been                 
allocated. The TY class group has a treble class period each week which is most beneficial to them. 
  
The numbers of students taking Art and the arrangements for access to Art are good. In-coming first years and                   
their parents are invited to the school to help students make appropriate subject decisions. An open subject                 
menu is offered to students and option bands are generated based on the choices they make. Senior                 
management endeavours to ensure that students’ choices are facilitated each year. Similar arrangements are in               
place for senior cycle. Commendably, Art is compulsory for students in TY and those on the LCA programme. 
  
There are three desktop computers in the art department. Commendably, internet access is available and on                
the day of the visit it was understood that two new printers were on the way to augment the work of the                      
department. When necessary, the department borrows overhead and digital projectors from other departments.             
As the subject is primarily a visually oriented discipline, it is recommended that management should endeavour                
to provide a digital projector and digital camera for the art department as soon as possible. The use of this                    
equipment is of enormous benefit in supporting the teaching and learning of Art. 
  
Commendably, the two teachers in the art department are members of a professional teaching association. The                
very committed art department is involved in a number of department planning meetings during the year and                 
teachers collaborate on a number of issues. A high degree of collaboration also takes place during the year with                   
a range of other subject departments. Six students who cannot attend regular art classes are taught Art outside                  
of the school timetable. This commitment, in teachers’ free time, is most commendable. 
  

PLANNING AND PREPARATION 
  
A substantial, carefully presented, art department plan was available during the evaluation. This document is               
well researched and is a very useful record of the processes and activities of the art department. It was                   
particularly noted that this document contains a considerable amount of information on support and strategies               
for teaching and learning.  Such planning is commended. 
  
The art department plans for, and delivers a wide range of topics and is to be especially commended on the                    
range of crafts available to students. However, it is suggested that the art department should now consider                 
introducing some elements from textiles and ceramics, as facilities and expertise for these crafts are available                
to the department. 
  



Evidence of good planning was observed in the TY programme, where students are invited to design and                 
execute their own costumes which are then displayed in a fashion show. Collaboration takes place with the                 
music department and students are encouraged to use their imagination and creativity using body art, wigs and                 
other means of expression. The art department has also been involved in the design and execution of jewellery                  
for the TY mini-company. 
  
The planning for the LCA programme also indicated a high level of creativity. The students of the LCA group                   
were provided with the opportunity to create a school garden which, as well as being a collaborative and                  
alternative type of school project, provides a range of diverse learning experiences. This project led to the                 
school making contacts with the national broadcaster’s ‘Afternoon Show’, commendably raising the profile of the               
school, the art department and those students involved in the project. 
  
The history and appreciation of art and design is planned for in the traditional mode in that it is taught as a                      
separate and distinct subject in the senior cycle. To enhance the good work happening in this area of the                   
syllabus at both junior and senior cycle, it is suggested that specific age-appropriate lessons on the history and                  
appreciation of art and design would be designed and implemented for students from first year. It is also                  
suggested that time lines should be used to enhance the teaching and learning of the subject. 
  
Whilst the art department plan is creative, inventive and comprehensive in some areas, it is recommended that                 
the curricular planning and schemes of work for lessons should be expanded to reflect the good work occurring                  
in the classroom. It is suggested that this plan should include more information regarding year groups,                
programmes, statements of outcomes and specific time frames. 
  

TEACHING AND LEARNING 
  
Four lessons were observed on the two days of the evaluation. These included both junior and senior cycle                  
classes. In all lessons observed the planning for individual lessons was of a very high standard. Of particular                  
note, groups of still lives were prepared to show students how groups of objects could be arranged to their best                    
advantage. These still-life groups were beautiful and were instrumental in improving and inspiring the students’               
work. Planning for lessons extends to creating a pleasant working atmosphere for all groups. This is best                 
practice. In every lesson observed, students were content, engaged in their work and progressing at the                
appropriate pace. Students were supported in their learning and where difficulties occurred, these were              
addressed kindly, with an emphasis on maximising the student’s potential for success. There was much               
evidence that students are affirmed regularly and that teachers have a very good knowledge of students’                
abilities and personalities. 
  
During a lesson in which there were a number of students with special educational needs present, the choice of                   
topic and materials was excellent and students were very happy with their work. The provision for these                 
students was of a very high standard. Good planning and collaboration with the special needs team, including                 
the special needs assistants, were evident and the shared learning targets were achieved. This is best practice. 
  
The delivery of instruction in all lessons observed was pleasant, clear and informative. Voice was used to                 
enthuse and encourage students to good effect. Well-orchestrated demonstrations were used in the majority of               
cases, but it suggested that extra care be taken to ensure that all students are able to observe activities clearly.                    
Teacher-generated handouts were used to augment instruction in the classroom which is very good practice in                
a mixed ability setting. A variety of questioning techniques was used to clarify issues and also to recap at the                    
end of lessons. Students were encouraged to ask questions and to respond to their work, thus encouraging                 
their use of specialist vocabulary and their ability to express their opinions. 
  
The finish of the work observed in the lessons and also in students’ folders was good. This is in line with the                      
emphasis the art department places on the quality presentation of completed work. Students were very well                
behaved in all lessons, obviously well used to the rules and rigours of working in a practical department. 
  

 



ASSESSMENT 
  
Records of student attendance and assessment are maintained in the department. Formal assessment takes              
place in the art department three times per year, usually during November, March and May. ‘Mock’                
examinations take place for students sitting certificate examinations in February and March. Formative modes              
of assessment are used on a regular basis whilst summative and more formal means of assessment are used                  
periodically. Commendably, formative notes and comments are written on both practical and written work at all                
levels and both verbal and written encouragement and positive reinforcement are used to good effect. However,                
more frequent assessment is recommended in order to provide more comprehensive profiling of students’              
progress. It is suggested that the modes of assessment should be varied, so that students are sometimes                 
involved in the evaluation of their own work and teachers’ time is not taken up with large amounts of summative                    
evaluation. 
  
Parents are kept informed of their child’s progress during parent teacher meetings and by means of thrice                 
yearly reports. Parents needing to address particular issues are facilitated in making individual appointments              
during the year.  
  
Most of the practical work in Art is conducted in the classroom so that the teacher can supervise and advise                    
students. Students receive ‘practice’ homework in the practical areas to reinforce and explore concepts. Senior               
students receive homework in the form of study handouts and examination questions once per month.  
  

SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
The following are the main strengths identified in the evaluation: 
  

● The art department is situated in a new purpose-built facility, which is meticulously organised and               
maintained. 

● The vibrant and dynamic art department places a very high value on the aesthetic, the visual quality of                  
the working environment and the good quality presentation of work. In addition to core teaching duties,                
the department makes very valuable contributions to both the school and the local community. 

● Senior management is very supportive of the work of the art department and facilitates good               
timetabling, student access and budgets. 

● Designated information and communication technology (ICT) facilities are provided and the provision of             
additional ICT equipment was assured at the time of the evaluation. 

● An art department plan has been created, reflecting a significant amount of research and planning. 
● The classroom activities observed were purposeful, successful and conducted in a positive atmosphere             

of respect. 
● The work produced was well finished and presented. 
  
  

As a means of building on these strengths and to address areas for development, the following key                 
recommendations are made: 
  

● A designated digital projector and digital camera should be provided as soon as possible to enhance                
the teaching and learning of the subject. 

● Curricular planning and schemes of work for lessons should be expanded to reflect the good work                
occurring in the classroom. 

● The frequency of assessment should be increased to provide more comprehensive profiling of students’              
progress. 

○   
Post-evaluation meetings were held with the teachers of Art and with the principal at the conclusion of the                  
evaluation when the draft findings and recommendations of the evaluation were presented and discussed. 
  
 


